


























Executive Summary

Areas of Known Controversy

Areas of controversy associated with the proposed 2020 RTP/SCS are made known through
comments received during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) process, as well as input solicited during
public scoping meetings and an understanding of the community issues in the region. The SEIR
scoping process and comments received in response to the NOP did not identify areas of known
controversy for the proposed 2020 RTP/SCS. Public comments received during the NOP scoping
period are summarized in Section 1.0, Introduction.

Issues fo be Resolved

Section 15123(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR contain a discussion of issues to be
resolved including the choice among the project and alternatives, and whether or how to mitigate
significant effects. Issues to be resolved include:

= How to address impacts from the SCS land use scenario that must be mitigated by the local land
use authority, given that BCAG does not have jurisdiction over land use regulations.

= How best to require mitigation measures that can be enacted by implementing agencies in a
manner to ensure CEQA streamlining for qualifying projects, per SB 375 and other laws, can
occur.

= Whether to approve the proposed 2020 RTP/SCS or an alternative.

Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Table ES-1 summarizes the environmental impacts, proposed mitigation measures, and level of
significance after application of mitigation, as applicable, of the 2020 RTP/SCS for issue areas
evaluated in the SEIR. Impacts are categorized as follows:

= Significant and Unavoidable. An impact that cannot be reduced to below the threshold level
given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact requires a
Statement of Overriding Considerations to be issued if the project is approved per Section
15093 of the CEQA Guidelines.

= Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. An impact that can be reduced to below the
threshold level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact
requires findings under Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines.

= Less than Significant. An impact that may be adverse, but does not exceed the threshold levels
and does not require mitigation measures. However, mitigation measures that could further
lessen the environmental effect may be suggested if readily available and easily achievable.

= No Impact: The proposed project would have no effect on environmental conditions or would
reduce existing environmental problems or hazards.

Issues that were found to have potentially significant impacts that were either not evaluated in the
2016 EIR or would potentially change in severity beyond what was identified in the 2016 EIR and
therefore required additional analysis in this SEIR include agriculture resources, air quality,
biological resources, cultural resources, energy, greenhouse gas emissions, noise, population and
housing, transportation, tribal cultural resources, and wildfire. Table ES-1 summarizes the impacts
related to these issues as well as applicable mitigation measures to reduce impacts, as identified in
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Introduction

availability must be given through at least one of the following procedures: a) publication in a
newspaper of general circulation; b) posting on and off the project site; and c) direct mailing to
owners and occupants of contiguous properties. The lead agency must solicit input from other
agencies and the public and respond in writing to all comments received (Public Resources Code
Sections 21104 and 21253). The minimum public review period for a Draft EIR (or Draft SEIR) is
30 days. When a Draft EIR (or Draft SEIR) is sent to the State Clearinghouse for review, the
public review period must be 45 days unless the State Clearinghouse approves a shorter period
(Public Resources Code 21091). Pursuant to Section 15163(d) of the CEQA Guidelines, a SEIR
may be circulated by itself without recirculating the previous Draft EIR or Final EIR that it
supplements.

4. Final EIR. A Final EIR (or Final SEIR) must include: a) the Draft EIR (or Draft SEIR); b) copies of
comments received during public review; c) list of persons and entities commenting; and d)
responses to comments.

5. Certification of Final EIR. Prior to making a decision on a proposed project, the Lead Agency
must certify that: a) the Final EIR (or Final SEIR) has been completed in compliance with CEQA;
b) the Final EIR (or Final SEIR) was presented to the decision-making body of the Lead Agency;
and c) the decision making body reviewed and considered the information in the Final EIR (or
Final SEIR) prior to approving a project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15090).

6. Findings/Statement of Overriding Considerations. For each significant impact of the project
identified in the EIR (or SEIR), the Lead Agency must find, based on substantial evidence, that
either: a) the project has been changed to avoid or substantially reduce the magnitude of the
impact; b) changes to the project are within another agency’s jurisdiction and such changes
have or should be adopted; or c) specific economic, social, or other considerations make the
mitigation measures or project alternatives infeasible (CEQA Guidelines Section 15091). If an
agency approves a project with unavoidable significant environmental effects, it must prepare a
written Statement of Overriding Considerations that sets forth the specific social, economic, or
other reasons supporting the agency’s decision.

7. Lead Agency Project Decision. The Lead Agency may a) disapprove the project because of its
significant environmental effects; b) require changes to the project to reduce or avoid
significant environmental effects; or c) approve the project despite its significant environmental
effects, if the proper findings and statement of overriding considerations are adopted (CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15042 and 15043). Pursuant to Section 15163(e) of the CEQA Guidelines,
when the Lead Agency decides whether to approve the project, the decision-making body shall
consider the previous EIR as revised by the SEIR. A finding under Section 15091 of the CEQA
Guidelines shall be made for each significant effect shown in the previous EIR as revised.

8. Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program. When the Lead Agency makes findings on significant
effects identified in the EIR (or SEIR), it must adopt a reporting or monitoring program for
mitigation measures that were adopted or made conditions of project approval to mitigate
significant effects.

9. Notice of Determination (NOD). The Lead Agency must file a NOD after deciding to approve a
project for which an EIR (or SEIR) is prepared (CEQA Guidelines Section 15094). A local agency
must file the NOD with the County Clerk. The NOD must be posted for 30 days and sent to
anyone previously requesting notice. Posting of the NOD starts a 30 day statute of limitations on
CEQA legal challenges (Public Resources Code Section 21167[c]).
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Figure 2-1 Regional Location
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Project Description

Capital improvement projects identified in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) are located on
state highways, county roads and locally owned streets, as well as on airport property, railroad
corridors, transit district property, public lands (such as recreation areas or state/federal forests),
and public utility lands (such as easement areas). A description of the Plan Area is also provided in
Section 3.0, Environmental Setting.

2.4 Project Objectives

The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG), as both the federally-designated
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) and the state-designated regional transportation
planning agency (RTPA) for Butte County, is required by both federal and state law to prepare a
long-range (at least 20-year) transportation planning document known as an RTP. The RTP is an
action-oriented document used to achieve a coordinated and balanced regional transportation
system. This section summarizes the RTP’s objectives and responsibilities, as informed by relevant
legislation.

BCAG also has the responsibility to update its Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) as part of the
RTP update, pursuant to the requirements of California Senate Bill (SB) 375 as adopted in 2008
(discussed further below). The SCS sets forth a forecasted development pattern for the region,
which, when integrated with the transportation network and other transportation measures and
policies, is intended to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from passenger vehicles and light
trucks to achieve the regional GHG reduction targets set by the California Air Resources Board
(CARB).

The California Transportation Commission’s (CTC) document 2017 California Regional
Transportation Plan Guidelines serves as the guidance for RTP development. Under both federal and
state law, BCAG must update its RTP every four years.?

Sustainable Communities & Climate Protection Act Requirements (SB 375)
Requirements

The Sustainable Communities Strategy and Climate Protection Act, SB 375 (codified at CAL.GOVT
CODE §§ 14522.1, 14522.2, 65080.01, 65080, 65400, 65583, 65584.01, 65584.02, 65584.04, 65587,
65588; CAL. PUB. RES. CODE §§ 2161.3, 21155, 21159.28), is a law passed in 2008 by the California
legislature that requires each MPO to demonstrate, through the development of an SCS, how its
region will integrate transportation, housing, and land use planning to meet the GHG reduction
targets set by the state. In addition to creating requirements for MPOs, it also creates requirements
for the CTC and CARB. Some of the requirements include the following:

= The CTC must maintain guidelines for the travel demand models that MPOs develop for use in
the preparation of their RTPs;

= CARB must develop regional GHG emission reduction targets for automobiles and light trucks
for 2020 and 2035 by September 30, 2010 (completed);

= Each MPO must prepare an SCS as part of its RTP to demonstrate how it will meet the regional
GHG targets;

123 C.F.R. §450.322(c); Gov. Code §65080(d).
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= Each MPO must adopt a public participation plan for development of the SCS that includes
informational meetings, workshops, public hearings, consultation, and other outreach efforts
(completed);

= |f an SCS cannot achieve the regional GHG target, the MPO must prepare an Alternative
Planning Strategy (APS) showing how it would achieve the targets with alternative development
patterns, infrastructure, or transportation measures and policies;

= Each MPO must prepare and circulate a draft SCS at least 55 days before it adopts a final RTP;
= After adoption, each MPO must submit its SCS to the CARB for review; and

=  CARB must review each SCS to determine whether, if implemented, it would meet the GHG
targets. CARB must complete its review within 60 days.

In 2018, CARB revised GHG reduction targets for the BCAG region from on-road light-duty trucks
and passenger vehicles as a six percent reduction from 2005 emissions levels by 2020 and a seven
percent reduction from 2005 emissions levels by 2035. These targets apply to the BCAG region as a
whole for all on-road light-duty trucks and passenger vehicles emissions, and not to individual cities
or sub-regions.

SB 375 specifically states that local governments retain their autonomy to plan local General Plan
policies and land uses. The 2020 RTP/SCS provides a regional policy foundation that local
governments may build upon, if they so choose. The 2020 RTP/SCS includes and accommodates the
quantitative growth projections for the region. SB 375 also requires that the RTP’s forecasted
development pattern for the region be consistent with the eight-year regional housing needs as
allocated to member jurisdictions through the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process
under state housing law.

In addition, this Supplemental EIR lays the groundwork for the streamlined review of qualifying
development projects. Qualifying projects that meet statutory criteria and are consistent with the
2020 RTP/SCS are eligible for streamlined environmental review pursuant to CEQA under SB 375 and
other laws.

Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act)

The most recent federal transportation legislation, Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST)
Act builds on the changes made by MAP-21, and was enacted in 2015. The Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21 Century Act (MAP-21), enacted in 2012, made a number of reforms to the
metropolitan and statewide transportation planning processes, including incorporating performance
goals, measures, and targets into the process of identifying needed transportation improvements
and project selection. The FAST Act includes provisions to support and enhance these reforms.
Public involvement remains a hallmark of the planning process.

The FAST Act continues requirements for a long-range plan and a short-term transportation
improvement program (TIP), with the long-range statewide and metropolitan plans now required to
include facilities that support intercity transportation, including intercity buses. The statewide and
metropolitan long-range plans must describe the performance measures and targets that states and
MPOs use in assessing system performance and progress in achieving the performance targets.
Additionally, the FAST Act requires the planning process to consider projects/strategies to improve
the resilience and reliability of the transportation system, address stormwater mitigation, and
enhance travel and tourism.
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Finally, in an effort to engage all sectors and users of the transportation network, the FAST Act
requires that the planning process include public ports and private transportation providers, and
further encourages MPOs to consult during this process with officials of other types of planning
activities, including tourism and natural disaster risk reduction. MAP-21 and the FAST Act also
change criteria for MPO officials to provide transit provider representatives with equal authority
and allow the representative to also serve as the representative of a local municipality.

Through the RTP development process, the FAST Act encourages BCAG to:

=  Consult with officials responsible for other types of planning activities that are affected by
transportation in the area (including State and local planned growth, economic development,
environmental protection, airport operations, and freight movements) or to coordinate its
planning process, to the maximum extent practicable, with such planning activities.?

Specifically, the FAST Act requires that the RTP planning process:

Provide for consideration of projects and strategies that will:

a) Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global
competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency;

b) Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized users;
c) Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized users;
d) Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and for freight;

e) Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the quality of
life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and State and local
planned growth and economic development patterns;

f) Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between
modes, for people and freight;

g) Promote efficient system management and operation;

h) Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system.

i) Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation system and reduce or mitigate
stormwater impacts of surface transportation; and

i) Enhance travel and tourism. 3

Planning Final Rule — FAST Act

On May 27, 2016, the Statewide and Nonmetropolitan Transportation Planning and Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Final Rule was issued, with an effective date of June 27, 2016, for Title 23
CFR Parts 450 and 771 and Title 49 CFR Part 613. This final rule states, “On or after May 27, 2018, an
RTPA may not adopt an RTP that has not been developed according to the provisions of MAP-
21/FAST Act as specified in the Planning Final Rule.” This rule applies to the 2020 RTP/SCS as its
adoption date, if adopted, would occur after May 2018.

223 U.S.C. §134(g)(3)(A).
323 U.S.C. §134(h)(1).
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Environmental Justice

BCAG is required to address social equity and environmental justice in the RTP. The legal basis for
environmental justice stems from the Civil Rights Act of 1964, along with Executive Order 12898
(February 1994), which states that “each federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice
part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and
adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority
populations and low-income populations.” BCAG must evaluate how the 2020 RTP/SCS might
impact minority and low-income populations, and must ensure that the 2020 RTP/SCS does not
have a disproportionate adverse impact on such populations.

In addition, per 23 C.F.R. §450.316(a)(1)(vii), the participation plan that BCAG must develop and use
must describe explicit procedures, strategies, and desired outcomes for “[s]eeking out and
considering the needs of those traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems, such as
low-income and minority households, who may face challenges accessing employment and other
services.” BCAG’s public participation plan is available at http://www.bcag.org/Planning/RTP--SCS/.

Regional Transportation Plans

As noted, the procedures for developing RTPs are provided in the CTC's Regional Transportation
Plan Guidelines (2017). The guidelines identify the purpose of an RTP to be as follows:

= Providing an assessment of the current modes of transportation and the potential of new travel
options within the region;

= Projecting/estimating the future needs for travel and goods movement;

= |dentification and documentation of specific actions necessary to address regional mobility and
accessibility needs;

= |dentification of guidance and documentation of public policy decisions by local, regional, state
and federal officials regarding transportation expenditures and financing and future growth
patterns;

= |dentification of needed transportation improvements, in sufficient detail, to serve as a
foundation for the: (a) Development of the Federal Transportation Improvement Program
(FTIP), and the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), (b) Facilitation of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)/404 integration process, and (c) Identification of
project purpose and need;

=  Employing performance measures that demonstrate the effectiveness of the system of
transportation improvement projects in meeting the intended goals;

=  Promotion of consistency between the CTP, the regional transportation plan and other plans
developed by cities, counties, districts, California Tribal Governments, and state and federal
agencies in responding to statewide and interregional transportation issues and needs;

= Providing a forum for: (1) participation and cooperation and (2) facilitation of partnerships that
reconcile transportation issues which transcend regional boundaries; and

= |nvolving community-based organizations as part of the public, Federal, State and local agencies,
California Tribal Governments, as well as local elected officials, early in the transportation
planning process so as to include them in discussions and decisions on the social, economic, air
quality and environmental issues related to transportation.
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Project Description

RTPs must include long-term horizons (at least 20 years) that reflect regional needs, identify
regional transportation issues/problems, and develop and evaluate solutions that incorporate all
modes of travel. RTPs must also recommend a comprehensive approach that provides direction for
programming decisions to meet the identified regional transportation needs. RTPs must also be fully
consistent with the requirements of the FAST Act and other federal regulations, including
conformity with the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments and consistency with the Federal
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).

In addition, Government Code §§ 65050, 65400, 65584.01-04, 65587, 65588 and Public Resources
Code §21155 were amended in January 2009 when SB 375 became law, requiring coordinated
planning between regional land use and transportation plans to increase efficiency and reduce GHG
emissions.

Project Goals and Objectives

The purpose of the 2020 RTP/SCS is to provide a clear vision of the regional transportation goals,
objectives, and policies in Butte County. The RTP provides short-term and long-term transportation
strategies for implementation, which includes realistic and fiscally constrained alternatives. The
purpose of the SCS is to demonstrate the integration of land use, housing, and transportation for
the purpose of reducing GHG emissions from passenger vehicles. Policies 1 through 14 are the same
as the 2016 RTP/SCS and Policy 15 has been added as a new policy to the 2020 RTP/SCS. The
following goals and objectives have been identified for the 2020 RTP/SCS:

Policy 1: Highways, Streets, and Roads

Goal: A safe and efficient regional road system that accommodates the demand for
movement of people and goods.

Objectives
1.1 Strive to improve safety and operations of local and state highway system.
1.2 Identify and prioritize improvements to the regional road system.

Policy 2: Transit

Goal: Provide an efficient, effective, coordinated regional transit system that increases
mobility for urban and rural populations, including those located in disadvantaged
areas of the region.

Objectives
2.1 Meet all transit needs that are “reasonable to meet.”

2.2 Increase transit ridership that exceeds annual population growth rate for Butte
County.

2.3 Promote citizen participation and education in transit planning and operations.

2.4 Maintain a reliable transit system.

Policy 3: Rail
Goal: A rail system that provides safe and reliable service for people and goods.
Objectives
3.1 Maintain and expand passenger service through Butte County.

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 2-7



Butte County Association of Governments
2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Policy 4: Goods Movement

Goal:

Provide a transportation system that enables safe movement of goods in and
through Butte County.

Objectives

4.1

Provide an adequate regional road system for goods movement.

Policy 5: Aviation

Goal: A fully functional and integrated air service and airport system complementary to
the countywide transportation system.
Objectives
5.1 Maintain daily commercial airline service to the Bay Area.
5.2  Work with local agencies to ensure compatible land uses around existing airports to
reduce noise conflicts.
5.3 Ensure Airport Master Plans are updated and revised as necessary and required.

Policy 6: Non-Motorized Transportation

Goal:

A regional transportation system for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Objectives

6.1

6.2

Work with local agencies to develop and construct bicycle and pedestrian facilities
including access to transit.

Assist local jurisdictions in pursuing grant funding.

Policy 7: Intelligent Transportation Systems

Goal:

Promote the use of ITS technologies in the planning and programming process.

Objectives

7.1
7.2

Maintain the North State ITS System Deployment Plan.

Apply Transportation Systems Management (TSM) strategies to projects where
appropriate.

Policy 8: Energy

Goal: Reduce usage of nonrenewable energy resources for transportation purposes.
Objectives
8.1 Increase public transit and carpooling/vanpooling and bicycling/walking.

Policy 9: Air Quality

Goal: Achieve air quality standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the State Air Resources Board.
Objectives
9.1. Coordinate transportation planning with air quality planning at the technical and
policy level.
9.2 Implement transportation requirements established by Assembly Bill (AB) 32.
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Policy 10: Land Use

Goal: Provide economical, long-term solutions to transportation problems by encouraging
community designs which encourage walking, transit, and bicycling.

Objectives
10.1. Innovative land use and transportation planning.
10.2 Plan future roads to accommodate land uses at a regional level.

10.3 Roads that are pedestrian friendly encourage bicycle trips and the use of the mass
transportation system.

10.4 Preserve productive farmland and land that provides habitat for rare, endangered or
threatened species.

10.5 Ensure Goals and Policies are consistent at both the regional and local levels.

Policy 11: Transportation Financing

Goal: Develop and support financing strategies that provide for continuous
implementation of the Regional Transportation Plan projects and strategies.

Objectives

11.1. Develop and adopt policies that will provide adequate funding resources for all
transportation modes and strategies.

11.2 Work with Cities and County on development of a regional road network fee program.

Policy 12: Outreach and Coordination

Goal: Provide a forum for participation and cooperation in transportation planning and
facilitate relationships for transportation issues that transcend jurisdictional
boundaries.

Objectives

12.1. Assist jurisdictions in local transportation planning.

12.2 Promote consistency among all levels of local transportation planning.
12.3 Promote citizen participation and education in transportation planning.

Policy 13: Quality of Travel and Livability

Mobility Goal: The transportation system should provide for convenient travel options for
people and goods and maximize its productivity. The system should reduce both the time it
takes to travel as well as the total costs of travel.

Reliability Goal: The transportation system should be reliable so that travelers can expect
relatively consistent travel times from day-to-day for the same trip by mode(s).

System Preservation and Safety Goal: The public’s investment in transportation should be
protected by maintaining the transportation system. It is critical to preserve and ensure a
safe regional transportation system.

Objectives

13.1 Assist in efforts which enhance mobility for the region. The system should provide for
convenient travel options for people and goods and maximize its productivity. The
system should reduce both the time it takes to travel as well as the total costs of
travel.
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13.2 Promote consistency among all levels of local transportation planning.

13.3 Assist in efforts which enhance reliability for the region. The system should be reliable
so travelers can expect relatively consistent travel times from day-to-day for the same
trip by mode(s).

13.4 Assist in preserving the transportation system and safety. The public’s investment in
transportation should be protected by maintaining the system to preserve it and
ensure a safe system.

Policy 14: Sustainability

Goal: Incorporate Sustainable Community Strategies into the regional transportation
planning process which works towards social equity, a healthy environment and a
prosperous economy.

Objectives

14.1 Work towards a transportation system that is designed to provide an equitable level
of transportation services for all populations.

14.2 Work towards a transportation system that leads to environmental sustainability and
fosters efficient development patterns that optimizes travel, housing, and
employment choices and encourages future growth away from rural areas and closer
to existing and planned development.

14.3 Work towards a prosperous economy in making transportation decisions. The
transportation system should play a significant role in raising the region’s standard of
living.

Policy 15: Emergency Preparedness

Goal: To support and collaborate on proactive emergency planning and projects. Projects
that increase emergency readiness and preparedness including upgrading and
maintaining roadways, public transit or facilities that support emergency situations.

Objectives

15.1 Work with Cities and County on development of a regional road trunk network that
would best serve emergency purposes.

15.2 Actively pursue and assist local jurisdiction pursue grant funding that works towards
enhancing emergency preparedness.

2.5 Project Characteristics

As described above, the 2020 RTP/SCS is an update to the current 2016 RTP/SCS that was adopted
in December 2016. The 2020 RTP/SCS reflects changes in legislative requirements, local land use
policies, and resource constraints that have occurred since adoption of the current 2016 RTP/SCS.
The 2020 update to the 2016 RTP/SCS is focused on continued implementation of the 2016 RTP/SCS,
with minor updates to ensure consistency with federal, State, and local planning requirements. The
most notable changes to the 2016 RTP/SCS in this 2020 update include:

= California’s adoption of safety-related performance measures and targets in July and August
2017 as required under the MAP-21 and FAST Act transportation bills. This also requires MPO
targets to be adopted within 180 days after State targets and they must be incorporated into
the RTP, RTIP, and FTIP;
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= Draft guidelines from the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research for SB 743 (Steinberg,
2013);

= New funding for transportation projects through California’s recently approved Road Repair and
Accountability Act of 2017 (SB 1) for the next ten years;

= Minor updates to transportation projects and land use development (specifically focused on
growth that has taken place since the adoption of the current 2016 RTP/SCS); and

= Addition of components to the RTP/SCS to address freight and alternative fuel vehicles,
including electric vehicles and autonomous vehicles.

= The Camp Fire occurred in Butte County in 2018 and devastated the community of Paradise
resulting in 85 deaths and destroying 18,793 structures (CAL FIRE 2018a).

As described above, the 2020 RTP/SCS shows how BCAG will meet the transportation needs of the
region for the period from 2020 to 2040, considering existing and projected future land use patterns
as well as forecasted population and job growth. The 2020 RTP/SCS plans for and programs
approximately S68 million in revenues expected to be available to BCAG from all transportation
funding sources over the course of the planning period. It identifies and prioritizes expenditures of
anticipated funding for transportation projects that involve all transportation modes: highways,
streets and roads, transit, rail, bicycle and pedestrian; aviation, as well as transportation demand
management (TDM) and transportation system management (TSM).

The 2020 RTP/SCS transportation improvements project list is an update the 2016 RTP/SCS project
list. As such it removes projects that have been completed since 2016, modifies some projects that
continue to be on the list based on new information, and adds approximately 141 net new minor
projects to the list.* None of the modified or new projects on the 2020 RTP/SCS list would be
substantially different in terms of geographical location, type of project, or the size of the project to
those on the 2016 RTP/SCS list. A list of transportation improvement projects included in the
proposed 2020 RTP/SCS is shown in Table 2-1. The right column in the table denotes if the projects
were included in the 2016 RTP/SCS and if there has been a change to the project, denoted as a “No”
in the column, that would require additional environmental review.

In addition, the land use scenario envisioned by the 2020 RTP/SCS is similar to that contained in the
2016 RTP/SCS. Briefly, this land use scenario, consistent with the 2016 RTP/SCS, concentrates the
forecasted growth in population and employment in the region in urban areas and corridors of the
County while preserving the distinct identity of existing cities and towns.

2020 RTP/SCS Organization. BCAG adopted the previous 2016 RTP/SCS in December of 2016. This
2020 RTP/SCS reflects changes in legislative requirements, local land use policies, and resource
constraints and is organized into three sections:

= Policy Element. Intends to identify legislative, planning, financial and institutional issues and
requirements, as well as any areas of regional consensus. The Policy Element is meant to
provide guidance to decision-makers of the implications, impacts, opportunities, and foreclosed
options that will result from implementation of the RTP. California statue states that each RTP
shall include a Policy Element that: describes the transportation issues in the region, identifies
and qualifies regional needs expressed within both short and long-range planning horizons and
maintains internal consistency with the Financial Element and fund estimates.

4 Net new count does not include unconstrained projects in the 2020 RTP/SCS
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Table 2-1

Implementing

Agency
BCAG

BCAG

BCAG & Work
Training Center

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG

BCAG
BCAG
BCAG

BCAG

Butte Regional Transit -
Capital and Operating
Assistance

Butte Regional Transit -
Equipment Program

Paratransit Assistance
Program

Eaton/Bruce Rd Corridor
Route

Route 1 Transit Emphasis
Corridor (Phase 1)

Route 1 Transit Emphasis
Corridor (Phase 2)

Warner Street Transit
Priority Corridor

East Avenue Transit Priority
Corridor

North Valley Plaza Transit
Center Improvements

Oroville Park & Ride
Improvements

Paradise Transit Center
Gridley Park & Ride

Chico (Fir St) Park & Ride
Improvements

Implement Van Pool
Service

Financially Constrained 2020 RTP/SCS Projects

Project Description

Federal Transit Administration Program Sections 5307 & 5311 programs to support
transit services provided by Butte Regional Transit.

Butte Regional Transit - Replace, rehabilitate & purchase bus related facilities and
equipment including ADA compliant bus stop construction and improvements, transit
shelters, Paradise Transit Center, Electric Vehicles and associated infrastructure
requirements. Funding program is the FTA Section 5339 Program.

Non-Infrastructure Projects in Butte County for the Help Central Mobility Management

Program for Butte 211 call center and for Butte Regional Transit for supplemental ADA
paratransit operations.

From Skyway to Esplanade. Add service along Eaton and Bruce Road. Frequency = 30-
minute Peak and 60-minute Base

From Chico Mall to Lassen & Ceres Transfer Point. Increase frequency for Route 14/15.
Frequency = 15-minute Peak and 30-minute Base

From Chico Mall to North Valley Plaza Transit Village. Operations improvements along
corridor = transit signal priority, improved stop spacing, mobile fare payment,
improved routing

From W 2nd Street to W. 8th Avenue. Add new service along Warner St. Frequency =
15-minute Peak and 30-minute Base

From Pillsbury Rd to Manzanita Avenue. Add new service or increase existing service
along East Ave. Frequency = 15-minute Peak and 30-minute Base

Improve and realign stops at North Valley Plaza to include new shelters, bike parking,
and pedestrian improvements

3rd Street. Increase parking capacity at existing facility

At Black Olive Drive New transit center with park & ride
At Butte County Fairgrounds New park & ride with pedestrian and bike facilities

Fir Street Park and Ride. Add bus stops along 8th St (east bound) and 9th St (west
bound)

Implement van pool services for commuter routes (Route 31 and 32)

Project Type

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit

Transit
Transit

Transit

Transit

Included in
2016 RTP/SCS?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
No
No

No
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Project Description

Implementing Included in

Agency Project Description Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

BCAG LCTOP - Electric Bus and Chico area. New zero emission electric bus and charger to operate on Route 14/15 in Transit No
Charger the Chico area

BCAG LCTOP - Mobile Ticketing New mobile ticketing application for B-Line Transit No

BCAG FTA Low or No Emissions Chico area. New zero emission electric bus and charger to operate in Chico area Transit No
Program - Electric Bus and
Charger

BCAG FTA 5339 - Electric Bus and  Chico area. 2 New zero emission electric bus and charger to operate in Chico area Transit No
Charger (2)

Biggs Biggs Safe Routes to School  Construct new pedestrian/bike facilities to close gaps. Extend the class 2 bike lanes and  Bicycle & No
Project - Second Street install ADA compliant curb ramps Pedestrian

Biggs Safe Routes to Schools Construct new pedestrian/bike facilities along 2" and E Streets Bicycle & Yes
Program Pedestrian

Butte County Autrey Lane and Monte Curb, gutter, sidewalk, and crossing enhancements along Autrey Lane and Monte Vista Bicycle & Yes
Vista Safe Routes to Avenue. On Autrey Lane from Las Plumanto to Monte Vista and along Monte Vista from  Pedestrian
Schools Gap Closure Project  Autrey Lane to Lincoln Boulevard.

Butte County Butte County Safe Routes Non-Infrastructure Project. Butte County Safe Routes Program Bicycle & No
Resource Center Pedestrian

Butte County Monte Vista & Lower Construct Class Il bike facilities along Monte Vista Ave and Lincoln Blvd to Lower Bicycle & Yes
Wyandotte Class Il Bike Wyandotte Rd in locations that do not have existing curb, gutter and sidewalks, along Pedestrian
Project with Class Il bike facilities along Lower Wyandotte Rd from Las Plumas Ave/Oro Bangor

Hwy to Monte Vista Ave. From Lincoln Blvd along Monte Vista to Lower Wyandotte and
up Lower Wyandotte from Monte Vista to Las Plumas.

Butte County Palermo/South Oroville Design Curb, gutter, sidewalk, and crossing enhancements along Lincoln Blvd, Palermo Bicycle & No
SRTS Project, Phase 3 Rd, and Baldwin Ave in locations that do not have existing curb, gutter, and sidewalks. Pedestrian
From Hewitt Ave from Palermo Rd up to Baldwin Ave. Along Baldwin Ave from Hewitt
to Lincoln Blvd. Down Lincoln Blvd from Baldwin Ave to Palermo Rd. Also on Palermo
Rd from Lincoln to Palermo Middle School

Butte County Local Highway Bridge Cherokee Road at Thermalito Canal, 0.4 mile northeast of Table Mountain Blvd. Scope Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) is to address cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0258 Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Midway. At Western Canal, 0.2 mile north of Nelson Shippee Rd. Scope is to address Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0040 Operations,
and Safety

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 2-13



Butte County Association of Governments

2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Implementing

Included in

Agency
Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Project Description

Ord Ferry Road. At West Branch Edgar Slough, 3.7 mile east of Glenn County Line.
Scope is to address cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0088

Oro-Chico Hwy. At Butte Creek, 1.1 mile east of Midway. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0033

Skyway. At Butte Creek, 0.5 mile southeast of Humbug Rd. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0009R

Midway. At Union Pacific Rail Road, 1.2 miles north of Durham Dayton Hwy. Scope is to
address cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0255

Nelson Rd. At Edgar Slough O/F, 0.2 mile east of 7 Mile Lane. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0403

Nelson Rd. At Ash Creek, 1.5 mile west of the Midway. Scope is to address cracks with a
Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0026

Durham Pentz. At West Branch Clear Creek, 4.1 miles east of SR 99. Scope is to address
cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0248

East Gridley Rd. At Feather River, 1.0 mile east of Larkin Rd. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0022

El Monte Ave. At Dead Horse Slough, 0.1 mile north of SR 32. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0392

Larkin Rd. At Sutter Butte Canal, 1.5 miles north of Oroville Gridley Rd. Scope is to
address cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0166

Durham Dayton Hwy. At Hamlin Slough, 1.6 mile west of SR 99. Scope is to address
cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0423

Project Type

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

2016 RTP/SCS?
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in

Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Central House Rd Over
Wymann Ravine Bridge

Durham Dayton Hwy. At Butte Creek, 3.8 miles west of SR 99. Scope is to address
cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0004

County Bridge Preventative Maintenance Program (BPMP) Development. Staff time

Ord Ferry Road. At Angel Slough 0.1 mile east of River Rd. Scope is to replace bearing
pads. Bridge No. 12C0241

Table Mountain Blvd. At Feather River, 0.1-mile northwest of Montgomery St in
Oroville. Scope is to address cracks with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No.
12C0221

Skyway. At Magalia Reservoir Spillway at the Magalia Dam. Scope is to address cracks
with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0395

Ord Ferry Road over Tributary to Little Chico Creek west of River Road. Construct a new
2 lane bridge to replace the existing 2 lane low water crossings. Bridge No. 00L0092.

Midway Rd over Butte Creek, 0.3 mile south of White Drive and Midway over Butte
Creek Overflow, 3.9 mile north of Nelson Rd. Replace two existing structurally deficient
2 lane bridges with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No. 12C0052 & 12C0053.

E Rio Bonito Rd. over Hamilton Slough 0.2 mile east of SR 99. Replace the existing
functionally obsolete 2 lane bridge with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No. 12C0164.

E Rio Bonito Rd over Sutter-Butte Canal 0.8 mile east of SR 99. Replace the existing 2
lane structurally deficient bridge with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No. 12C0165.

Ord Ferry Rd. Over Little Chico Creek, 1 mile east of River Rd. Replace the existing 2
lane structurally deficient bridge with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No. 12C0242.

Located at 0.2 miles east of SR 70. Scope is to replace the existing 1 lane structurally
deficient bridge with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No: 12C011

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
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Butte County Association of Governments
2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Implementing Included in
Agency Project Description Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Skyway Westbound at Butte Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Cana Hwy at Pine Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Afton Rd at Butte Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Cana Pine Creek Rd at Pine Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Mesa Rd at Durham Mutual Irrigation Canal Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Dunstone Dr at Lower Honcut Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Lower Wyandotte at Wyman Ravine Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Ord Ferry Rd at The Dips Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Keefer Rd at Keefer Slough Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Oro-Bangor Hwy at North Fork Honcut Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
Butte County Local Highway Bridge Oro-Bangor Hwy at Branch Rocky Honcut Creek Maintenance, No
Program (HBP Grouped) Operations,
and Safety
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in
Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Butte County

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Cohasset MBGR Project -
HSIP-5912(114)

Bradford Rd at Little Dry Creek

River Rd at Shady Oaks Slough

River Rd at Grassy Banks Slough

Swedes Flat Rd at Rocky Honcut Creek

Neal Rd at Nance Canyon

Oro-Chico Hwy at Hamlin Slough. Bridge replacement.

Oro-Chico Hwy at Nance Canyon. Bridge replacement.

East Gridley Rd. At Feather River, 1.0 mile east of Larkin Rd. Scope is to address cracks

with a Methacrylate Deck treatment. Bridge No. 12C0022.

Cana Hwy at Pine Creek

On Cohasset Rd between Nicalog Rd and end of existing guardrail near Jack Rabbit Flat

Rd. Work: Upgrade existing guardrails. H9-03-001

Upgrade MBGR - Cohasset Rd between Nicalog Rd. and end of existing guardrail near
Jack Rabbit Flat Rd.

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
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2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Type

Included in
2016 RTP/SCS?

Butte County

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Foothill Blvd.
Reconstruction

SR 99 Bridge Rail Upgrade

SR 99 Bridge Scour
Mitigation

SR 70 Permanent
Restoration

SR 99 Transportation
Management Systems

SR 70 Roadside
Enhancement

SR 162 Safety
Improvements

SR 32 Safety Improvements

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 1)

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 1)

Road Rehabilitation

SR 99 - In and near Chico, from north of Route 162 to north of Broyles Road. Bridge rail
upgrade at six locations. (EA OH330)

SR 99 - Near Richvale, at Cottonwood Creek Bridge No. 12-0120, from 0.3 mile south to
0.5 mile north of Nelson Avenue. Replace and realign scour-critical bridge. (EA 0F290)

SR 70 - Near Paradise, from 0.8 mile west to 0.2 mile east of Shady Rest Area. Restore
and repair damaged roadway by raising the existing vertical alignment by
approximately 5 feet and protecting the embankment against future flooding with Rock
Slope Protection (RSP) or a retaining structure. (EA 3H540)

SR 99 - In and near Chico, from Southgate Avenue to Garner Lane. Install Traffic
Management System (TMS) elements. (EA 1H860)

SR 70 - In Butte County, on Route 70 at approximately 7.0 miles south of Oroville; also
in Colusa County on Route 20 at approximately 4.0 miles east of Colusa. Advance
mitigation credit purchases for future SHOPP construction projects expected to impact
sensitive habitats. (EA 2H140)

SR 162 - In and near Oroville, from Foothill Boulevard to the Gold Country Casino
entrance. Construct two-way left-turn lane and widen shoulders. (EA 2H630)

SR 32 - In Chico, from West Sacramento Avenue (East) to West Sacramento Avenue
(West). Construct two roundabouts. (EA 2H240)

SR 70, from 0.1 mile south of Palermo Road, to just north of Ophir Road/Pacific Heights
intersection. SHOPP Safety Only. Add center turn lane and 8-foot shoulders. (EA
3H71U)

SR 70, from 0.1 mile south of Palermo Road, to just north of Ophir Road/Pacific Heights
intersection. Widen from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3H71U). Capacity increasing portion
only.

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Capacity
Increasing

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in
Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

Caltrans

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 2)

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 2)

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 3)

SR 70 Passing Lanes
(Segment 3)

SR 32 ADA Curb Ramps

SR 32 Safety Improvements

SR 32 Pavement Rehab

SR 99 Pavement Rehab

SR 191 Permanent
Restoration

SR 32 Permanent
Restoration

SR 70 Permanent
Restoration

SR 70 Pavement Rehab

On SR 70, from Cox Lane to 0.1 mile south of Palermo Road. Widen from 2 lanes to 4
lanes. (EA 3F281 & 3H720)

On SR 70, from Cox Lane to 0.1 mile south of Palermo Road. Widen from 2 lanes to 4
lanes. (EA 3F281 & 3H720)

On Route 70 from 0.4 mile South or East of Gridley Road to 0.3 mile South of
Butte/Yuba County line. Widen from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3H930 & 3F282)

On Route 70 from 0.4-mile South or East of Gridley Road to 0.3 mile South of
Butte/Yuba County line. Widen from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3H930 & 3F282)

SR 32 - In Chico, from Walnut Street to Poplar Street. Upgrade Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) facilities. (EA 4F800)

SR 32 - In Butte County on Route 32 from 0.3 mile east of Glenn/Butte County line to
Muir Ave. Safety improvements. (EA 4H880)

SR 32 - In and near Chico on Route 32 from Muir Ave to Route 99. Upgrade pavement,
add new lighting, add new signal, and replace drainage systems. (EA 4H760)

SR 99 - In Butte County in Gridley from West Liberty Road to Chico San Drive. Pavement
rehab, upgrade curb ramps, drainage systems, and install fiber optics. (EA 1H140)

SR 191 - In Butte County on Route 191 from 0.7 mile south of Paradise Dump Rd to 0.3
mile south of Old Clark Rd. Cut back existing slopes. (SHOPP ID 21899)

SR 32 - In Butte County on Route 32, 0.9 mile east of Addison Rd. Soldier pile wall.
(SHOPP ID 21796)

SR 70 - In Butte County on Route 70 at various locations. Drainage systems. (SHOPP ID
21798)

SR 70 - In Butte County on Route 70 from 0.6 mile east of Big Ben Rd to Plumas County
line. Roadway preservation (CAPM) and drainage improvements. (SHOPP ID 20496)

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Capacity Yes
Increasing

Maintenance, Yes
Operations,
and Safety

Capacity Yes
Increasing

Bicycle & No
Pedestrian

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report

2-19



Butte County Association of Governments

2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Type

Included in
2016 RTP/SCS?

Caltrans

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

SR 162 Pavement Rehab

Esplanade Corridor Safety
and Accessibility
Improvement Project

Little Chico Creek
Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge
Connection at Community
Park Project

SR 99 Bikeway Phase 4
Improvements

SR 99 Corridor Bikeway
Phase 5 - 20th Street
Crossing

Bruce Rd Bridge
Replacement Project

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

SR 162 - In Butte County on Route 162 in Oroville from Feather River Bridge #12-34 to
Foothill Blvd. Roadway preservation. (SHOPP ID 16387)

Project includes various non-motorized "complete streets" improvements along the
Esplanade Corridor from W. 11th Avenue to Memorial Avenue. Improvements are both
on Esplanade and Oleander.

Just south of Humboldt Rd, west of SR 99. Project entails new bridge connector over
Little Chico Creek into the north side of 20th Street Park.

Business Lane along the east side of SR 99 corridor to the Skyway northbound on-ramp.
Project is to construct a new Class 1 Bikeway Project.

SR 99 Corridor Bikeway Project Phase 5 completes the gap adjacent to SR 99 from Chico
Mall across 20th Street to the south end of Business Lane. Scope of project is to
develop a new bicycle and pedestrian crossing (bridge) over 20th Street in Chico.

In Chico 0.5 miles south of Humboldt Rd on Bruce Road over Little Chico Creek. Project
includes replacement of an existing 2-lane functionally obsolete bridge with a new 4-
lane bridge including reconstruction of bridge approaches. New bridge incorporates a
Class | bicycle facility

City of Chico Bridge Preventive Maintenance Program (BPMP) Development. Staff time

Vallombrosa Ave. At Big Chico Creek between 1st St and Memorial Way. Scope of the
work includes rock slope protection (RSP) and scour mitigation

Park Ave. At Little Chico Creek, 0.1 mile north of 11th Street. Scope of the work
includes RSP and scour mitigation

Warner St. At Big Chico Creek between 1st St and Legion Ave. Scope of the work
includes RSP and scour mitigation, joint seal

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Capacity
Increasing

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in

Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Bruce Rd. At S Fork Dead Horse Slough, just north of SR 32. Scope of the work includes
RSP and scour mitigation

E 5th Ave. At Lindo Channel, at E. Lindo Ave. Scope of the work includes RSP, scour
mitigation and Methacrylate Deck treatment

Cypress St. At Little Chico Creek between Humboldt Ave and 12th St. Scope of the work
includes RSP, scour mitigation and Methacrylate Deck treatment

Main St. At Big Chico Creek, 0.15 mile north of 2nd St. Scope of work includes joint
seals

Mangrove Ave. At Lindo Channel between 10th and Cohasset. Scope of work includes
spall repair joint seal and Methacrylate Deck treatment

Walnut St. At Little Chico Creek between Dayton Rd and 9th St. Scope of the work
includes RSP, scour mitigation and Methacrylate Deck treatment

Midway Rd. At Comanche Creek 0.1 mile south of Park Ave. Scope of work includes
Methacrylate Deck treatment and spall repairs

Longfellow Ave. At Lindo Channel between 1st and Manzanita. Scope of work includes
Methacrylate Deck treatment

Bruce Rd. At Little Chico Creek, 0.5 mile south of Humboldt Rd. Scope of work includes
Methacrylate Deck treatment

Skyway Av. At Little Chico-Butte CR DV CH, 0.4 mile northwest of Humbug Rd. Scope of
work includes Methacrylate Deck treatment

Forest Ave. At Little Chico Creek, just south of Humboldt Rd. Scope of work includes
Methacrylate Deck treatment

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Type

Included in
2016 RTP/SCS?

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Manzanita Ave. At Lindo Channel between East Ave & Hooker Oak. Scope of work
includes Methacrylate Deck treatment

Mill St. At Little Chico Creek, 0.1 mile north of 12th St. Scope of work includes
Methacrylate Deck treatment

Manzanita Ave. At Big Chico Creek between Vallombrosa and Centennial. Scope of
work includes Methacrylate Deck treatment

Cohasset Rd. At Sycamore Creek Tributary, 0.7 mile north of Eaton Rd. Scope of repairs
includes joint seals

Broadway St. At Little Chico Creek just south of 9th St. Scope of work includes AC deck
removal Methacrylate Deck treatment, wingwall and backwall repairs

Pine St. At Little Chico Creek between Humboldt Ave and 12th St. Scope of work
includes Methacrylate Deck treatment

Chestnut St. At Little Chico Creek at W 9th St. Scope of work includes Methacrylate
Deck treatment

At the intersection at SR-99 NB On-Off Ramps/Eaton Road/Hicks Lane. Scope is to
construct a 5-leg roundabout intersection with adequate bike and pedestrian access.
H8-03-003

In Chico, on Walnut St between W 1th St and W 9th St. Scope: Walnut Street (SR32)
from 1st to 4th (Buffered Bike lanes); continue from 5th through 9th Street (Buffered
Bike lane and vehicle lane transition striping only); intersections of 1st, 3rd, and 5th
(new signal hardware). HSIP7-03-001

Ivy St. Over Little Chico Creek between 9th & 11th Streets. Rehabilitate and widen the
existing 2 lane bridge to a full width 2 lanes with shoulders. Bridge No. 12C0279

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes*

No
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Implementing

Project Description

Included in

Agency
Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Local Highway Bridge
Program (HBP Grouped)

Guynn Rd over Lindo
Channel Bridge Project

Bruce Rd. Widening
Commerce Court
Connection

E. 20th Street Widening
Eaton Rd Widening

Eaton Rd Widening
Esplanade Widening
Mariposa Ave Connection
Notre Dame Boulevard
Connection

Midway Widening

SR 99 Southgate Complex
Feasibility Study

Project Description

Pomona Rd. Over Little Chico Creek, 0.4 mile south east of Miller Ave. Replace the
existing 2 lane bridge, without adding lane capacity. Bridge No. 12C0328, Project
#5037(024), 5037(036).

Salem Street. Over Little Chico Creek, 0.1 mile north of 10th St. Rehabilitate
functionally obsolete 2 lane bridge. No Added Lane capacity. Bridge No. 12C0336.)

Project is located just north of W Lindo Ave. Replace the existing 1 lane structurally
deficient bridge with a new 2 lane bridge. Bridge No 12C0066.

From Skyway to SR 32, widen Roadway (Bridge included as separate project).

From lvy Street to Park Ave connect existing Commerce Ct to Park Ave via Westfield Ln

From Forest Avenue to Bruce Road. Widen from 1 lane per direction to 2 lanes per
direction with median.

From Hicks Ln to Cohasset Rd. Widen and extend to 4 lanes with median and new
bridge at Sycamore Creek Tributary

From Cohasset Rd to Manzanita Ave. Widen to 4 lanes with median

Shasta Ave to Nord Highway. Widen to 4 lanes with median

From Glenshire Ln to Eaton Rd, add new arterial connection. 1 lane per direction
Construct new bridge at Little Chico Creek

From Hagan Lane to Park Ave. Widen road from 2 lanes to 4 lanes with a median.

I/C and connector roads (Player, Fair Street, Midway Connection, Notre Dame,

Speedway, West Southgate, East Southgate, Midway). Preliminary Engineering Only.

Planning and Technical Studies to determine feasibility.

Project Type

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing
Capacity
Increasing

2016 RTP/SCS?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes*

Yes

No
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Implementing Included in
Agency Project Description Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?
Chico Skyway Capacity From SR 99 to Bruce Rd. Corridor Capacity enhancements Maintenance, No
Improvements Operations,
and Safety
Chico Bruce Road/Sierra Sunrise New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Terrace Operations,
and Safety
Chico E. 1st Ave/Mangrove Ave Turn lane capacity expansion, storage length expansion, channelization improvements, Maintenance, No
pedestrian safety due to increased traffic volumes Operations,
and Safety
Chico East 20th Street/MLK Intersection capacity and queuing storage enhancements consistent with adjacent Maintenance, No
interchange improvements Operations,
and Safety
Chico East Avenue/Cactus New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
Chico East Avenue/Cohasset Turn lane capacity expansion, storage length expansion, channelization improvements, Maintenance, No
Road pedestrian safety due to increased traffic volumes Operations,
and Safety
Chico East Avenue/Esplanade Turn lane capacity expansion, storage length expansion, channelization improvements, Maintenance, No
pedestrian safety due to increased traffic volumes Operations,
and Safety
Chico Esplanade/DeGarmo Drive New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
Chico Esplanade/Henshaw New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
Chico Esplanade/Rio Lindo New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
Chico Humboldt Rd/Notre Dame New Traffic Signal Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in
Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Chico

Gridley

Manzanita/Madrone

Manzanita/Mariposa

Park Avenue MLK

Skyway/Carmichael Drive-

Country Club

Skyway/Potter Road

Eaton Rd/Floral Ave

Eaton Rd/Ceanothus Ave

Cohasset Rd Widening

Otterson/Hegan

Park / E Park Ave

Operational Improvements

Central Gridley Pedestrian
Connectivity and Equal
Access Project

Roundabout (within existing ROW)

Roundabout (within existing ROW)

Turn lane capacity expansion, storage length expansion, channelization improvements,
pedestrian safety due to increased traffic volumes

Turn lane capacity expansion, storage length expansion, channelization improvements,
pedestrian safety due to increased traffic volumes

New Traffic Signal (Bike Trail)

2-Lane Roundabout

1-Lane Roundabout

Widen roadway to include left turn lanes and flatten curves between and including

Airpark Blvd, and Two Oaks Dr

New Traffic Signal

Operational flow improvements (traffic signals or roundabouts).

Install ADA curb ramps and detectable warning surfaces, close sidewalk gaps, and
striping crosswalks along Sycamore, Magnolia, Indiana, and Vermont Streets in the
central blocks of Gridley

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Bicycle & No
Pedestrian
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Gridley

Oroville

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Gridley Bike & Pedestrian
SR 99 Corridor Facility
Project

SR 162 Pedestrian/Bicycle
Disabled Mobility and
Safety Improvements
Project

Oliver Curve Class | Phase |
Project

Paradise ATP Gateway
Project

Pentz Road Trailway Phase
Il Project

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

In the City of Gridley, improvements entail installing ADA curb ramps and detectable
warning surfaces, striping crosswalks, and Class | bike path along SR 99 from Township
Rd to Archer Ave

Hwy 162 in Oroville, CA between Feather River Boulevard and Foothill Boulevard. The
project includes a comprehensive set of active transportation infrastructure
connectivity and safety improvements.

Oliver Rd between Skyway and Valley View Dr (approximately 0.39 miles). Along Oliver
Rd, construct a grade separated, Class |, bike-ped facility along the west side of Oliver
Rd within the project limits. This project is a proactive safety effort to protect bicyclists
and pedestrians along a heavily traveled corridor around a horizontal curve. In this
location, the many daily bicyclists and pedestrians are forced to walk the edge line,
causing vehicles to swerve into oncoming traffic

Neal Rd between Town Limits and Skyway (1.62 miles), Skyway between Neal Rd and
Pearson Rd (0.9 miles). Along Neal Rd, construct a grade separated, Class I, bike-ped
facility along the west side of Neal Rd within the project limits. This component will tie
into Butte County Class Il Bike Lanes which terminate at Town Limits, bringing both
novice and experienced bicyclists and pedestrians to existing the 5-mile Class | facility
at the Neal/Skyway intersection. Along Skyway, infill all missing sidewalks to connect to
area resources and government facilities

Pentz Rd between Pearson Rd and Bille Rd (1.63 miles), Pentz Rd between Wagstaff Rd
and Skyway (1.56 miles). Scope of the project is to construct a grade separated, Class |,
bike-ped facility along the west side of Pentz Rd within the project limits. This project
will tie into funded improvements between Bille Rd and Wagstaff Road, scheduled for
completion summer 2019

Bille Rd and Sawmill Rd. One of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Black Olive Dr & Foster Rd. Two of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Included in

Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?
Bicycle & No
Pedestrian

Bicycle & Yes
Pedestrian

Bicycle & No
Pedestrian

Bicycle & No
Pedestrian

Bicycle & No
Pedestrian

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety
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Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Description

Included in

Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Buschmann Rd and Foster Rd. Three of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of Work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H3-03-012

Elliott Rd and Almond St. Four of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Scottwood Rd and Buschmann Rd. Five of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Pentz Road and Skyway. Six of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Pentz Rd and Stearns Road. Seven of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Neal Rd and Circlewood Drive. Eight of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Neal Road and Grinding Rock Road. Nine of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Neal Road and Roe Road. Ten of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance, No
Operations,
and Safety

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report

2-27



Butte County Association of Governments

2020 RTP/SCS SEIR

Implementing

Agency

Project Description

Project Type

Included in
2016 RTP/SCS?

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Paradise

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP Grouped)

Lower Pentz Pathway
Project

Upper Pentz Road Pathway
Project

On-System Culvert
Replacement

On-System Hardscape
Replacement

Neal Road and Starlight Court. Eleven of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Neal Rd and Wayland Rd. Twelve of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Pearson Rd and Middle Libby Rd. Thirteen of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a
combination of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs,
improved pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Roe Rd and Foster Rd. Fourteen of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Scope of work is to systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination
of splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved
pavement markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Skyway and Rocky Ln. Fifteen of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various locations.
Work: Systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination of splitter
islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved pavement
markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Twin Oaks Dr and Wagstaff Rd. Sixteen of 16 stop-controlled intersections at various
locations. Work: Systemically improve minor street approaches with a combination of
splitter islands, additional intersection warning/regulatory signs, improved pavement
markings, and improved sight triangles. H9-03-012

Construct Class 1 paths along Pentz from Bille to Pearson

Construct Class 1 paths along Pentz from Wagstaff to Skyway

Replace damaged On-System HDPE culverts with RCP pipe culverts, including
restoration of the roadway section above the pipe at various locations.

Replace damaged hardscape, including concrete curb, gutter and sidewalk, lighting,
planters, and other amenities at various locations.

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

Maintenance,
Operations,
and Safety

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
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Implementing Included in
Agency Project Description Project Type 2016 RTP/SCS?
Paradise On-System Road On-System roadway rehabilitation consisting of asphalt concrete overlays and full Maintenance, No
Rehabilitation depth sections for areas with severe pavement damage. Operations,
and Safety
Paradise On-System Sign Replace damaged On-System roadway signs at various locations. Maintenance, No
Replacement Operations,
and Safety
Paradise Neal Road Rehabilitation On-System roadway rehabilitation along 1.63 miles of Neal Road from Wayland Road to  Maintenance, No

Skyway consisting of 2-inch grind and 3-inch asphalt concrete (AC) overlay of the entire  Operations,
roadway section with digout areas of 3-inch AC and 4-inch aggregate base for sections and Safety
with severe rutting and damage.

! Project included in the 2016 RTP/SCS are not analyzed as part of the 2020 RTP/SCS SEIR analysis unless changes have been made to the project that may result in a new environmental impact.
These projects are denoted with a *

Source: BCAG 2020 RTP/SCS project list
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= Action Element. Would consist of short-term and long-term activities that address regional
transportation issues and needs for all transportation modes. The Action Element would
establish assumptions which form the definition of what is acceptable based upon adopted
goals, policies and objectives and are part of the projection equation. Further, the Action
Element would be separated into two parts: a discussion of regional issues, mandated
transportation services, air quality, forecasting, regionally significant roads, alternatives, social
impacts and RTP analysis; and a concluding section discussing each mode of transportation.

* Financial Element. Would identify the current and anticipated revenue sources and financing
techniques available to fund the planned transportation investments described in the Action
Element. The intent of the Financial Element would be to define realistic transportation financial
constraints and opportunities with current available data. Discussion would center of three
main topics: current funding revenues, transportation expenditures, and potential funding
sources for the future. The purpose of the Financial Element is to: identify financial forecasts for
finding through BCAG, estimate the costs and revenues to implement the projects identified in
the Action Element, identify funding shortfalls, and list the candidate projects if funding
becomes available.

=  Sustainable Communities Strategy. Demonstrates the ability of BCAG to meet the GHG targets
that CARB has set for the BCAG region from on-road light-duty trucks and passenger vehicles.
The first section covers the planning efforts which provide the foundation for the update of the
SCS. The second section describes the growth and land use forecasts which make up the SCS as
well as some of the analysis and tools which were used to generate them. The third section
discusses the regional transportation investments associated with the SCS and the final section
describes the public outreach and local partnerships which help shape the development of the
SCS.

All of the 2020 RTP/SCS elements include provisions with the potential to create physical changes to
the environment.

2.6 Required Approvals

Approval of the RTP/SCS is at the discretion of the BCAG Board of Directors. Additional
environmental review will be conducted by the responsible lead agency prior to implementation of
individual projects contained within the 2020 RTP/SCS. Lead agencies may include the following:

= California Department of Transportation (Caltrans);

= California Transportation Commission (CTC);

= California Public Utilities Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Section (RCES);

=  (Cities of Chico, Oroville, Biggs, Gridley and Paradise;

= County of Butte; and

=  Butte Regional Transit and local transit providers and airport operators.

The relationship of this SEIR to future environmental review of individual transportation projects is
further discussed in Section 1.0, Introduction.
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2.7 Relationship with Other Plans and Programs

The 2020 RTP/SCS provides a sound basis for the allocation of state and federal transportation funds
for transportation projects over the subsequent 20 years. The 2020 RTP/SCS follows guidelines
established by the CTC to:

= Describe the transportation issues and needs facing the county;
= |dentify goals and policies for how BCAG will meet those needs;
= |dentify the amount of money that will be available for identified projects; and

® Include a list of prioritized transportation projects to serve the region’s long-term needs,
consistent with the funds allocated, while considering environmental impacts and planning for
future land use.

The 2020 RTP/SCS has been evaluated for consistency with the goals, policies and objectives
currently being implemented by municipal and county planning agencies within Butte County. The
2020 RTP/SCS would be implemented with other existing BCAG programs designed to improve
transit access, bicycle and pedestrian facilities and reduce overall vehicle trips.
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3 Environmental Setting

This section provides a general overview of the environmental setting for the proposed 2020
RTP/SCS. A similar discussion of the Environmental Setting was discussed in the previously in the
certified 2016 EIR and included here for reference. More detailed descriptions of the environmental
setting for each environmental issue area evaluated in this SEIR can be found in Section 4,
Environmental Impact Analysis.

3.1 Regional Setting

Butte County lies in north central California at the northeastern end of the Sacramento Valley,
approximately 150 miles northeast of San Francisco and 70 miles north of Sacramento. State Routes
70 and 99, which extend in a north-south direction through the County, define the principal
transportation corridors connecting the County to the region. State Routes 32 and 162 provide sub-
regional connections to areas to the west of the County and to Interstate 5.

The County contains five incorporated cities: Chico, Oroville, Gridley, Biggs, and the Town of
Paradise, and several unincorporated rural communities. The County is home to five Native
American Tribes including the Mechoopda Maidu Tribe of the Chico Rancheria, Enterprise
Rancheria, Berry Creek Rancheria, Mooretown Rancheria and the KonKow Valley Band of Maidu
Indians. Approximately 70 tribal members live on the Chico Rancheria located approximately 3.5
miles south of Chico. The U.S. Forest Service is a major landowner in Butte County with holdings in
Plumas National Forest (81,972 acres) and Lassen National Forest (49,240 acres). The U.S. Bureau of
Land Management owns 18,960 acres, consisting of scattered foothill lands. Combined, these two
federal agencies own and control 12.3 percent of the land area in Butte County.

Butte County covers an area of approximately 1,670 square miles and can be divided into three
general topographical areas: a valley area, a foothill region east of the valley area, and a mountain
region east of the foothills. These topographic areas comprise approximately 46 percent, 23
percent, and 31 percent, respectively, of the County’s land. Butte County receives water via the
Feather River and the Sacramento River. The County in general is drained by the Feather River,
Butte Creek, and Chico Creek Watersheds. Part of the County’s western border is formed by the
Sacramento River.

Butte County has rich fertile valley soil, rolling hills, volcanic peaks and mesas and canyons carved by
streams and rivers and is a diverse 1,068,000 acres. Its highest point is Humboldt Peak at 7,870 feet,
while the lowest point is about 90 feet above sea level. Large portions of this rural area are
preserved unaltered in the nearly 60,000 acres of parkland and wildlife preserves within the county.
The valley remains a vital wintering site for 60 percent of the waterfowl that migrate through the
Pacific Flyway. Ducks, geese, swans and other birds are present from November through March.
From mid-February to mid-March, Butte County’s countryside of almond, prune, kiwi, pear and
apple orchards blossom, followed by a wildflower bloom that occurs throughout the area from
March to June (Butte County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2019).
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3.2 Regional Transportation System

Butte County’s transportation network is served by highway, rail, aviation, public transportation,
and facilities that support bicycle and pedestrian circulation modes. The safe and efficient transport
of people and goods within the County is of crucial importance to the well-being of residents and
the economic viability of the County; and thus, is the primary focus of the 2020 RTP/SCS.

Butte County has six state highways that serve as regional highways, State Route (SR) 99, 70, 32,
149, 162, and 191. The highway system in the County also includes federal and state interchanges,
County and City-maintained arterial and collector roadways, and local streets within each of the five
incorporated cities and town and the unincorporated area.

The Butte County region transit service is primarily provided by Butte Regional Transit (B-Line). B-
Line provides both fixed route and paratransit services to Chico, Oroville, Paradise, Gridley, Biggs,
and the unincorporated County. B-Line operates three routes for inter-city transportation between
Chico, Paradise, Oroville and the Gridley-Biggs area. One line runs between Paradise and Chico, a
second between Oroville and Chico, and a third between Paradise, Oroville, and Gridley-Biggs.
Overall, the B-Line system utilizes nine 40 foot and four 30-foot passenger buses that run on
compressed natural gas, in addition to eleven 40 foot and twelve 35-foot passenger diesel vehicles.
All buses are equipped with wheelchair lifts. Transit Route 40/41 provides 13 round trips daily
connecting Chico and Paradise; Route 20 provides 12 round trips daily connecting Chico and
Oroville; and Route 30/31 provides three round trips daily connecting Paradise, Oroville, Gridley,
and Biggs. Extended service is provided to Paradise Pines and Magalia. Transit service is operated
between 5:50 a.m. and 9:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, with weekend service between 7:50 a.m.
and 9:00 p.m. (BCAG B-Line Schedules & System Maps 2019).

B-Line operates four routes in Oroville serving the City of Oroville, the County Administrative
Complex, and the downtown transit center. While service is primarily within the Oroville City limits,
a portion of Thermalito, Kelly Ridge, and South Oroville are also served. Operating hours are from
6:15 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, except for major holidays.

Neighboring Glenn County (Glenn Ride) provides seven trips per day between Willows and Chico on
weekdays and three trips per day on Saturdays. There is no service on Sundays.

Railroad operations through Butte County consist of two north/south lines of the Union Pacific
railroad which run through the County. The western leg of the railroad runs through the cities of
Gridley, Biggs, and Chico parallel to the west side of SR 99 and is referred to as the “Valley Line.” The
eastern leg of the railroad runs generally parallel to the east and west sides of the Feather River,
through the City of Oroville before heading through the Feather River Canyon (Butte County General
Plan 2012).

The lines are used primarily for the movement of freight. In addition, the Amtrak Coast Starlight
passenger train operates twice per day on the west line. The Coast Starlight service provides
passenger train runs between Seattle and Los Angeles and stops in Chico at 1:47 am (northbound)
and 3:50 a.m. (southbound) daily.

There are two publicly owned public-use airports, Chico Municipal Airport and Oroville Municipal
Airport; two privately owned public-use airports, Paradise Skypark Airport and Ranchaero Airport;
three privately owned special-use airports, Butte Creek Hog Ranch Airport, Jones Airport, and
Richvale Airport; one publicly owned seaplane landing site on Lake Oroville; two privately owned
private-use heliports at Enloe Hospital and Oroville Hospital; and one publicly owned private-use
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airport for the Butte County Sheriff's Department. In addition, the County contains several
agricultural and private-use airports. These varieties of aviation facilities are located throughout
Butte County (Butte County General Plan 2012).

3.3  Cumulative Projects Setting

3.3.1 CEQA Requirements

According to the CEQA Guidelines Section 15130(a)(1), “a cumulative impact consists of an impact
which is created as a result of the combination of the project evaluated in the environmental impact
report (EIR) together with other projects causing related impacts.” In addition, an EIR must discuss
cumulative impacts if the incremental effect of a project, combined with the effects of other
projects, is “cumulatively considerable” (Section 15130[a]). Such incremental effects are to be
“viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and
the effects of probable future projects” (Section 15164[b][1]). Together, these projects comprise the
cumulative scenario which forms the basis of the cumulative impact analysis. A cumulative impact
analysis should highlight past actions that are closely related (either in time or location) to the
project being considered, catalogue past projects, and discuss how past projects have harmed the
environment, and discuss past actions, even if they were undertaken by another agency or another
person.

Both the severity of impacts and the likelihood of their occurrence are to be reflected in the
discussion, “but the discussion need not provide as great detail as is provided for the effects
attributable to the project alone. The discussion of cumulative impacts shall be guided by standards
of practicality and reasonableness and shall focus on the cumulative impact to which the identified
other projects contribute rather than the attributes of other projects which do not contribute to the
cumulative impact” (Section 15130[b]). However, the analysis must be sufficient in detail to be
useful to decision makers in deciding whether, or how, to alter the program to lessen cumulative
impacts.

Section 15130 of the CEQA Guidelines prescribes two methods for analyzing cumulative impacts: (1)
use of a list of past, present, and reasonably anticipated future projects producing related or
cumulative impacts; or (2) use of a summary of projections contained in an adopted general plan or
related planning document. As described in Section 1.5, Baseline and Approach for Impact Analysis,
this document is a Program SEIR that analyzes the effects of buildout of the 2020 RTP/SCS. The
proposed 2020 RTP/SCS considers the past, present, and future projects described in method 1
above and proposed transportation projects designed to meet the 2020 RTP/SCS goals and current
and projected future transportation infrastructure needs of the County. The project also constitutes
the cumulative scenario described in method 2 as it evaluates growth and development throughout
the Butte County region (including incorporated and unincorporated communities) through the year
2045. Therefore, the cumulative effects of the 2020 RTP/SCS from future transportation system
improvements and land use projects in the region are included in the analysis of the proposed 2020
RTP/SCS impacts. The analysis of project impacts contained in this SEIR will form the basis for the
cumulative analysis contained in any subsequent environmental documentation for specific projects
proposed under the 2020 RTP/SCS.
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3.3.2 Growth Projections in the Region

The RTP/SCS covers a 20-year period from 2020 to 2040 and is an update of the 2016 RTP/SCS.
BCAG does not propose any land use changes in the 2020 RTP/SCS, but rather the land use patterns
envisioned by the 2020 RTP/SCS are based on the General Plan land use designations of the local
agencies (the incorporated cities and the county). The forecasted allocations in the RTP are
consistent with growth assumptions (e.g., location, density, and intensity of use) utilized in existing
general plans or other local adopted plans, however, it does not utilize all available capacity in those
plans.

In comparison to the regional forecasts prepared by BCAG in 2014 for the 2016 RTP/SCS, the 2018
forecasts present a smaller growth trend through 2040. Between the years 2018 and 2030, the
forecasts show a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 0.68 percent for the medium scenario.
However, unlike the 2014 forecasts, the 2018 forecasts capture the decrease in population
associated with the 2018 Camp Fire. Between the years 2030 and 2040, the forecasts show a CAGR
of 0.35 percent for the medium scenario. As previously observed in BCAG’s 2014 growth forecast,
Chico and unincorporated portions of the county are projected to absorb the greatest percentage of
the projected regional growth. The Cities of Biggs and Gridley are forecasted to, at a minimum,
increase population by 33 percent by the year 2040 and the City of Oroville is projected to see
between 23 percent and 29 percent increases between 2018 and 2040. The greatest amount of
growth would continue to be occurring in the Chico area with a forecasted range of 11,038 to
21,121 new housing units by the year 2040. The 2018 jobs to housing unit ratio was 0.83, an
increase from 0.76 in 2014. The rebound is projected to continue with a jobs-to-housing unit ratio of
0.96 in 2020, falling to 0.80 by horizon year of 2040 (BCAG 2019).

The transportation projects identified in the 2020 RTP/SCS (as listed in Table 2-1 of this SEIR),
provide the framework for growth within the region and the cumulative impact analysis approach
discussed above.
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4 Environmental Impact Analysis

This section discusses the possible environmental effects of the proposed project for the specific
issue areas that were identified as having the potential to experience significant impacts. As a
supplemental EIR, this report analyzes the same potentially significant impact areas as the certified
EIR (2016) issued by BCAG for the 2016 RTP/SCS. A “significant effect” is defined by the CEQA
Guidelines Section 15382 as:

a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within
the area affected by the project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise,
and objects of historic or aesthetic significance. An economic or social change by itself shall not
be considered a significant effect on the environment, but may be considered in determining
whether the physical change is significant.

The following issue areas were identified as having potentially significant impacts in the 2016
RTP/SCS and are evaluated in this section:

1. Agriculture 5. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

2. Air Quality 6. Noise

3. Biological Resources 7. Population and Housing

4. Cultural Resources 8. Transportation and Circulation

In addition to the issue areas listed above the following environmental issue areas not included in
the 2016 RTP/SCS are evaluated in this SEIR: Energy, Tribal Cultural Resources, Wildfire. These
environmental issue areas have been added to the CEQA checklist since completion of the RTP/SCS
EIR in 2016. The following issue areas were determined in the 2016 RTP/SCS to have no impacts, less
than significant impacts, or less than significant impacts with mitigation described in the 2016 EIR,
and are evaluated in the SEIR in Section 4.12, Other Environmental Issue Areas Analyzed:

= Aesthetics = Hydrology and Water =  Public Services

Quality

= Geology and Soils =  Recreation

= Hazards and " Land Use and Planning = Utilities and Service

Hazardous Materials = Mineral Resources Systems

The assessment of each issue area begins with a discussion of the environmental setting related to
the issue, which is followed by the impact analysis. In the impact analysis, the first subsection
identifies the methodologies used and the “significance thresholds,” which are those criteria
adopted by BCAG and other agencies, universally recognized, or developed specifically for this
analysis to determine whether potential effects are significant. The next subsection describes each
impact of the proposed project, mitigation measures for significant impacts, and the level of
significance after mitigation. Each effect under consideration for an issue area is separately listed in
bold text with the discussion of the effect and its significance. Each bolded impact statement also
contains a statement of the significance determination for the environmental impact as follows:
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Significant and Unavoidable. An impact that cannot be reduced to below the threshold level
given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact requires a
Statement of Overriding Considerations to be issued if the project is approved per Section
15093 of the CEQA Guidelines.

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. An impact that can be reduced to below the
threshold level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact
requires findings under Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines.

Less than Significant. An impact that may be adverse, but does not exceed the threshold levels
and does not require mitigation measures. However, mitigation measures that could further
lessen the environmental effect may be suggested if readily available and easily achievable.

No Impact. The proposed project would have no effect on environmental conditions or would
reduce existing environmental problems or hazards.

Following each environmental impact discussion is a list of mitigation measures (if required) and the
residual effects or level of significance remaining after implementation of the measure(s). In cases
where the mitigation measure for an impact could have a significant environmental impact in
another issue area, this impact is discussed and evaluated as a secondary impact. The impact
analysis concludes with a discussion of cumulative effects, which evaluates the impacts associated
with the proposed project in conjunction with other planned and pending developments in the area
listed in Section 3.0, Environmental Setting.

The Executive Summary of this SEIR summarizes all impacts and mitigation measures that apply to
the 2020 RTP/SCS.
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= Unique Farmland. Unique Farmland is land of lesser quality soils used for the production of the
State’s leading agricultural crops (i.e., crops of high economic value, such as oranges, olives,
avocados, rice, grapes, and cut flowers). This land is usually irrigated, but may include non-
irrigated orchards or vineyards, as found in some climatic zones of California. The land must
have been cropped at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.

= Farmland of Local Importance. Farmland of Local Importance to the local agricultural economy,
as determined by each County’s Board of Supervisors and a local advisory committee.

= Grazing Land. Grazing Land is land on which the existing vegetation is suited to the grazing of
livestock. The minimum mapping unit for this category is 40 acres.

Also shown on the survey are urban and built-up lands, other land and water. A description of each
of these categories is included below:

=  Urban and Built-Up Land. Land occupied by structures with a building density of at least 1 unit
to 1.5 acres, or approximately 6 structures to a 10-acre parcel. This land is used for residential,
industrial, commercial, construction, institutional, public administration, railroad and other
transportation yards, cemeteries, airports, golf courses, sanitary landfills, sewage treatment,
water control structures, and other developed purposes.

= Other Land. Land not included in any other mapping category. Common examples include low
density rural developments; brush, timber, wetland, and riparian areas not suitable for livestock
grazing; confined livestock, poultry or aquaculture facilities; strip mines, borrow pits; and water
bodies smaller than forty acres. Vacant and nonagricultural land surrounded on all sides by
urban development and greater than 40 acres is mapped as Other Land.

=  Water. Water is considered perennial water bodies with an extent of at least 40 acres.

Williamson Act Contracts

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, also known as the Williamson Act, enables local
governments to enter into contracts with land owners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels
of land to agricultural or open space use. In return, landowners receive a lower property tax rate
based on agricultural production value rather than full market value. Williamson Act contracts may
be non-renewed by landowners at any time, initiating a 9-year waiting period before the contract
expires. Landowner’s may alternatively initiate an Immediate Cancellation, which does not require
the 9-year waiting period but requires meeting strict findings and the payment of penalties as set
forth under the Williamson Act. Since 1967, the Williamson Act has been Butte County’s primary
tool for preserving agricultural land from development. The Butte County Board of Supervisors has
codified regulations for administration of the County’s Williamson Act program. As of 2015, 217,020
acres of land within Butte County are under a Williamson Act contract (DOC 2016). Many of these
contracts are on lands in the western portion of the county, west of State Route (SR) 99 and SR 70.

b. Regulatory Setting

Federal Regulations

Farmland Protection Policy Act, subtitle | of Title XV, Section 1539-1549

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) is intended to minimize the extent to which federal
programs contribute to the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural
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Additional specific analysis will need to be conducted as the individual projects are implemented in
order to determine the actual magnitude of impact. Mitigation measures discussed above could
apply to these specific projects for agricultural resources. RTP projects that require the addition of
lanes or widening of lanes or a shoulder to an existing roadway or highway or that require
construction of a new roadway, highway or bike lane and are adjacent to agricultural lands have the
potential to impact agricultural resources including Prime Farmlands, Unique Farmland, Farmland of
Statewide Importance and Williamson Act contract lands. All construction projects adjacent to
agricultural lands have the potential to impact agricultural resources as described in Impact AG-1,
beyond those discussed in the 2020 RTP/SCS EIR. Table 4.1-3 lists representative projects included in
the 2020 RTP/SCS that have the potential to impact agricultural resources and were not previously
evaluated in the 2016 RTP/SCS EIR.

Table 4.1-3 2020 RTP/SCS Projects That May Result in Agricultural Impacts

Implementing

Agency Project Description Project Type

Butte County Monte Vista & Construct Class Il bike facilities along Monte Vista Ave Bicycle &
Lower Wyandotte and Lincoln Blvd to Lower Wyandotte Rd in locations Pedestrian
Class Il Bike that do not have existing curb, gutter and sidewalks,
Project along with Class Il bike facilities along Lower Wyandotte

Rd from Las Plumas Ave/Oro Bangor Hwy to Monte Vista
Ave. From Lincoln Blvd along Monte Vista to Lower
Wyandotte and up Lower Wyandotte from Monte Vista
to Las Plumas.

Caltrans SR 70 Passing On SR 70, from Cox Lane to 0.1 mile south of Palermo Safety
Lanes (Segment 2)  Road. Widen from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3F281 &
3H720)
Caltrans SR 70 Passing On SR 70, from Cox Lane to 0.1 mile south of Palermo Capacity
Lanes (Segment 2)  Road. Widen from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3F281 &
3H720)
Caltrans SR 70 Passing On Route 70 from 0.4-mile South or East of Gridley Road  Safety

Lanes (Segment 3)  to 0.3-mile South of Butte/Yuba County line. Widen from
2 lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3H930 & 3F282)

Caltrans SR 70 Passing On SR 70 from 0.4-mile South or East of Gridley Road to Capacity
Lanes (Segment 3)  0.3-mile South of Butte/Yuba County line. Widen from 2
lanes to 4 lanes. (EA 3H930 & 3F282)
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Air Quality

matter that is inhaled can penetrate deep into the lungs and even enter the bloodstream. These
materials can damage health by interfering with the body’s mechanisms for clearing the respiratory
tract or by acting as carriers of an absorbed toxic substance.

Lead

Lead (Pb) is a metal found naturally in the environment, as well as in manufacturing products. The
major sources of lead emissions historically have been mobile and industrial sources. In the early
1970s, the USEPA set national regulations to gradually reduce the lead content in gasoline. In 1975,
unleaded gasoline was introduced for motor vehicles equipped with catalytic converters. The USEPA
completed the ban prohibiting the use of leaded gasoline in highway vehicles in December 1995. As
a result of the USEPA’s regulatory efforts to remove lead from gasoline, atmospheric lead
concentrations have declined substantially over the past several decades. The most dramatic
reductions in lead emissions occurred after 1980 due to the removal of lead from gasoline sold for
most highway vehicles. Lead emissions were further reduced substantially between 1999 and 2014,
with reductions occurring in metals industrial processing, fuel combustion, and other sources
(USEPA 2018). The largest remaining source of lead emissions is non-road vehicles and engines (i.e.
aircraft, farm equipment, landscaping equipment, boats, ships, and snowmobiles). The highest level
of lead in the air is generally found near lead smelters.

Toxic Air Contaminants

Public exposure to toxic air contaminants (TAC) is a significant environmental health issue in
California. The California Health and Safety Code Section 39655(a) defines a TAC as “an air pollutant
which may cause or contribute to an increase in mortality or in serious illness, or which may pose a
present or potential hazard to human health.” The majority of the estimated health risks from TACs
can be attributed to relatively few compounds, the most important being particulate matter from
diesel-fueled engines. According to CARB, diesel engine emissions are believed to be responsible for
about 70 percent of California’s estimated known cancer risk attributable to toxic air contaminants
and comprise about eight percent of outdoor PM,s (CARB 2019a, CARB 1998).

Sulfur Dioxide

Sulfur dioxide (SO,) is a colorless, pungent, irritating gas formed primarily by the combustion of
sulfur-containing fossil fuels. In humid atmospheres, SO, can form sulfur trioxide and sulfuric acid
mist, with some of the latter eventually reacting to produce sulfate particulates, which can inhibit
visibility. Fuel combustion is the major source of SO,, while chemical plants, sulfur recovery plants,
and metal processing are minor contributors. At sufficiently high concentrations, SOsirritates the
upper respiratory tract. At lower concentrations, when in conjunction with p